
THYATIRATHYATIRA
Revelation 2:18-29
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Thyatira. This is the message from the Son of God, whose eyes are like
flames of fire, whose feet are like polished bronze: “I know all the things you do. I have seen your love, your faith, your
service, and your patient endurance. And I can see your constant improvement in all these things. “But I have this complaint
against you. You are permitting that woman—that Jezebel who calls herself a prophet—to lead my servants astray. She
teaches them to commit sexual sin and to eat food offered to idols. I gave her time to repent, but she does not want to
turn away from her immorality. “Therefore, I will throw her on a bed of suffering, and those who commit adultery with her
will suffer greatly unless they repent and turn away from her evil deeds. I will strike her children dead. Then all the
churches will know that I am the one who searches out the thoughts and intentions of every person. And I will give to each
of you whatever you deserve. “But I also have a message for the rest of you in Thyatira who have not followed this false
teaching (‘deeper truths,’ as they call them—depths of Satan, actually). I will ask nothing more of you except that you hold
tightly to what you have until I come. To all who are victorious, who obey me to the very end, To them I will give authority
over all the nations. They will rule the nations with an iron rod and smash them like clay pots. They will have the same
authority I received from my Father, and I will also give them the morning star! “Anyone with ears to hear 
must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.”

About Thyatira:
Thyatira was a working town, and was the center of the purple cloth trade. 
The city was famous for its fabric dyeing facilities where they made purple and scarlet colored clothing.
Almost no attention was given to any particular religion here because trade was the main focus of daily life.  
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SARDISSARDIS

Revelation 3:1-6
 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Sardis. This is the message from the one who has the sevenfold Spirit of
God and the seven stars: “I know all the things you do, and that you have a reputation for being alive—but you are dead.
Wake up! Strengthen what little remains, for even what is left is almost dead. I find that your actions do not meet the
requirements of my God. Go back to what you heard and believed at first; hold to it firmly. Repent and turn to me again. If
you don’t wake up, I will come to you suddenly, as unexpected as a thief. “Yet there are some in the church in Sardis who
have not soiled their clothes with evil. They will walk with me in white, for they are worthy. All who are victorious will be
clothed in white. I will never erase their names from the Book of Life, but I will announce 
before my Father and his angels that they are mine. “Anyone with ears to hear must 
listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.”

About Sardis:
Sardis was the oldest city in Asia Minor, founded around 2000 BC, and was built on a 1500ft hill with cliffs on
3 sides. Sardis was believed to be impenetrable because of the high cliff and high walls, until it was sieged in
549BC by Persia and again in 214BC by Antiochus III. Both times Sardis was caught off-guard because they
only kept watch on the front wall. Sardis became known as “the city who wasn't watching”.  
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PHILADELPHIAPHILADELPHIA

Revelation 3:7-13
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Philadelphia. This is the message from the one who is holy and true, the one
who has the key of David. What he opens, no one can close; and what he closes, no one can open: “I know all the things you
do, and I have opened a door for you that no one can close. You have little strength, yet you obeyed my word and did not
deny me. Look, I will force those who belong to Satan’s synagogue—those liars who say they are Jews but are not—to
come and bow down at your feet. They will acknowledge that you are the ones I love. “Because you have obeyed my
command to persevere, I will protect you from the great time of testing that will come upon the whole world to test those
who belong to this world. I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take away your crown. All who
are victorious will become pillars in the Temple of my God, and they will never have to leave it. And I will write on them the
name of my God, and they will be citizens in the city of my God—the new Jerusalem that comes down from 
heaven from my God. And I will also write on them my new name. “Anyone with ears 
to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches.”

About Philadelphia:
Philadelphia was believed to have been built in 189BC by Eumenes King of Pergamum, who named buildings
after his brother. Because of this, Philadelphia became known as “the city of brotherly love.” Built on a fault line,
the city is subject to frequent earthquakes, making archaeology very difficult.
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LAODICEALAODICEA

Revelation 3:14-22
 “Write this letter to the angel of the church in Laodicea. This is the message from the one who is the Amen—the faithful and
true witness, the beginning of God’s new creation: “I know all the things you do, that you are neither hot nor cold. I wish that
you were one or the other! But since you are like lukewarm water, neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth! You
say, ‘I am rich. I have everything I want. I don’t need a thing!’ And you don’t realize that you are wretched and miserable and
poor and blind and naked. So I advise you to buy gold from me—gold that has been purified by fire. Then you will be rich. Also
buy white garments from me so you will not be shamed by your nakedness, and ointment for your eyes so you will be able to
see. I correct and discipline everyone I love. So be diligent and turn from your indifference. “Look! I stand at the door and
knock. If you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in, and we will share a meal together as friends. Those who are
victorious will sit with me on my throne, just as I was victorious and sat with my Father 
on his throne. “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and 
understand what he is saying to the churches.”

About Laodicea:
Laodicea sits 6 miles from Hierapolis, which was known for its hot springs,
and 9 miles from Colossae, which was known for its ice-cold mountain runoff water. Laodicea created an aqueduct
system to transfer the hot and cold water from these cities to its location. Because of the distance, both the cold and
the hot water would arrive at Laodicea lukewarm in temperature. Laodicea was known for more than its lukewarm
water, it was also the most wealthy city of its time, and was known for its fashion, financial, and medical recourses.  
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Realism Post-ModernismModernism
Art: A mirror image of 
what is real.
Christians: Living a life that 
is a mirror image of Jesus. 

*All artwork painted by
Samantha Alexander

*Note: This artwork is used as an example in Isaac's sermon of who we are to be as Christians. River of Life has nothing
against various styles of artwork. (The Post-Modern painting is actually Pastor Isaac's favorite and hangs in his office.) 

Art: A way in which
people are free to
express themselves,
freedom to do life
without influence.
Christians: Living a life
that rejects God's truth,
and doesn't look
anything like Jesus at all.

Art: A term in which traditions of
the past have been thrown aside
in a spirit of experimentation, a
new way of seeing the world with
fresh ideas. 
Christians: Living a life that  tries
to look like Jesus, and the culture
of the world at the same time. 


