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EPHESUS
About Ephesus:
Ephesus was a seaport city at the mouth of the Cayster River on the Mediterranean Sea. It was
once considered the most important Greek city and the most important trading center in the
Mediterranean region. This once rich and wealthy city now sits 6 miles inland, due to the amount of
rock, silt, and debris deposited by the Cayster River over 2000 years.
Revelation 2:1-7
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Ephesus. This is the message from the one who holds the seven stars in
his right hand, the one who walks among the seven gold lampstands: “I know all the things you do. I have seen your hard
work and your patient endurance. I know you don’t tolerate evil people. You have examined the claims of those who say
they are apostles but are not. You have discovered they are liars. You have patiently suffered for me without quitting.
“But I have this complaint against you. You don’t love me or each other as you did at first! Look how far you have fallen!
Turn back to me and do the works you did at first. If you don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its
place among the churches. But this is in your favor: You hate the evil deeds of the Nicolaitans, just as I do.
“Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is
saying to the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give fruit from the
tree of life in the paradise of God.”
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SMYRNA
About Smyrna:
Smyrna is about 46 miles north of Ephesus on the coast of the Aegean Sea
During the Roman period, Smyrna was a city of great beauty and impressive architecture that
circled Mount Pagus like a “crown”. Smyna was also known for its amazing beaches.
Revelation 2:8-11
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Smyrna. This is the message from the one who is the First and the Last,
who was dead but is now alive:
“I know about your suffering and your poverty—but you are rich! I know the blasphemy of those opposing you. They say
they are Jews, but they are not, because their synagogue belongs to Satan. Don’t be afraid of what you are about to
suffer. The devil will throw some of you into prison to test you. You will suffer for ten days. But if you remain faithful
even when facing death, I will give you the crown of life. “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to
the Spirit and understand what he is saying to the churches. Whoever is victorious
will not be harmed by the second death."
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PERGAMUM
About Pergamum:
The city of Pergamum, also known as Pergamos, depending on your Bible translation, is situated 16 miles from the
Aegean Sea on a lofty isolated hill. Between 263BC and 133BC Pergamum was under the control of the Attalus
Dynasty. The kings after Attalus I collected many sculptures, paintings, & other works of art from Greece to
decorate the city’s temples and courtyards.
Pergamum was one of the most important and beautiful Greek cities of its time, and was known for its library. In
Roman times, its population was estimated to be as high as 200,000 people.
Pergamum in 29BC had become the site of the first worship of a living Roman emperor. A temple was built and
dedicated to the joint worship of the goddess Roma and the emperor Augustus.
Revelation 2:12-17
“Write this letter to the angel of the church in Pergamum. This is the message from the one with the sharp two-edged sword: 13 “I
know that you live in the city where Satan has his throne, yet you have remained loyal to me. You refused to deny me even when
Antipas, my faithful witness, was martyred among you there in Satan’s city. 14 “But I have a few complaints against you. You
tolerate some among you whose teaching is like that of Balaam, who showed Balak how to trip up the people of Israel. He taught
them to sin by eating food offered to idols and by committing sexual sin.15 In a similar way, you have some Nicolaitans among you
who follow the same teaching. 16 Repent of your sin, or I will come to you suddenly and fight against them with the sword of my
mouth. 17 “Anyone with ears to hear must listen to the Spirit and understand what he is saying to
the churches. To everyone who is victorious I will give some of the manna that has been
hidden away in heaven. And I will give to each one a white stone, and on the stone will be
engraved a new name that no one understands except the one who receives it.”
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