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 “Religion was never a part of my life growing up. 

After turning 21, all I wanted to do was go to the bars and 
try to pick up girls. One night during last Christmas break 
after leaving the bars, I got in a bad fight that I don’t even 
remember and woke up with a broken cheek bone. Shortly 
after that, my car was stolen one night in Denver. I ran my 
next vehicle into a pole. I started to look at my own life 
and wonder why my life was starting to fall apart.   
 

 Knowing that I needed change in my life, the 
perfect opportunity came shortly there after when I called a 
friend to see what he was doing that night.  He told me he 
was going to a church meeting and he asked me if I wanted 
to go. At that meeting, I began to realize that I needed God 
in my life.  Shortly there after, I ran into Mike Browning on 
the CSU campus, and he shared the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
with me.  
 

 He asked me if I would be willing to meet up with him later that week and talk more about this.  Normally I would have 
blown him off, but something told me that I should do it. So, I met with him on a Thursday and we talked more about what God 
was doing in my life. I remember the next Thursday while Mike and I were studying the Bible, Mike asked me if I would be 
willing to give up control of my life and surrender my heart to God. I told him absolutely!  So, I prayed right there to give God 
everything from that day on. After that prayer, I felt a huge sense of relief, and I knew that I had felt the presence of God and 
that I had been saved. Today, I finally feel like there is purpose in my life, and I can tell that I have become a much better person. 
Though life can still be hard at times, I know that I can always turn to God for help. God has given me the strength to change my 
life in so many ways. I love learning more and more about God, and living a lifestyle that makes Him happy. I realize now that 
God provides far more than anyone or anything, and I can not live without him!”     - Ryan 

 

 

 

 

       “I grew up in a Christian home, going to Sunday school, and learning about how Jesus had died 

for me.  However, I had always struggled in my faith and didn’t quite get what having a relationship 

with God meant. I went through a period of time when I was younger where I repeatedly asked Jesus 

into my heart. I was convinced something profound was supposed to happen, but I never felt it. I went 
through a silent rebellion in my heart and pushed Jesus to the side. I was living life on my own and 

trying to find happiness in the world.  

 

       When I started college I happened to make connections with 

people that were in love with Christ and through them I got 

connected to small groups on campus. Soon after, I met Ashley and 
we started having a one on one Bible study.  I felt something starting 

to change in my heart and I realized I didn’t need to just ask Jesus 

into my heart, but repent and walk it out. I wanted to give my whole 

life to Jesus because He didn’t just say he would die on the cross for 

us, he actually DID it! He gave all that He had for me on the cross 
and I realized how much He loved me. I realized that I loved Him 

enough to give my life back to Him. 

 

        Since giving my life to the Lord I have a new found joy that I 

was not able to find in the world. I am excited for my future and to 

grow into a deeper relationship with Jesus.”    - Kayla 
 



 

“My life before I knew Christ was fun at times. I’ve had good friends and 

fun experiences, but also very low times that were the result of doing things that I 

knew were wrong. My family was never very religious, but my mom always told 

me that God made me for a certain reason. I feel my mom and dad gave me great 

values of integrity, loyalty, being reliable, and just being there for people in 

general. I have always been willing to help out… even if I didn’t want to. They 

raised me to have character, but I was always searching for something more in this 

world. Then, my sister left home and gave her life to Jesus and got very involved 

in her church.  I could tell something had changed in her and she finally found 

something that fulfilled her. My sister used to send me Bible verses everyday.  I 

played it off like I didn’t care, but I did care, and I always read them. I didn’t 

really know what they meant but I still read them.  

 
When I moved away from California to come to CSU, I met Mike the first week of 

my first semester and started studying the Bible every week with him. I began going to Grace 

Christian Church regularly. I started to realize that God desired my whole heart. This took a 

good while for me to do because I didn’t know if I could give up my plans and everything 

else that came into making this decision. Deep down, I knew that I had to get over these fears 

because God has so many great plans for my life.  

 
I finally made the decision to give my heart to God! After this decision, something in me changed and now I know 

that Christ is on my side. I have become a member of Grace Christian Church, and have been baptized in water. I am not sure 

what the future holds but I know God has something big for me planned. God is teaching me to have more patience and just 

take one day at a time.”       - Jake 
 
 
 
 

 

  “Before I gave my life to Jesus, I was living an overall depressed, stagnant and 
unsatisfied life. I looked to every external outlet available to me to find happiness and 
purpose.  I struggled with body image issues, had a lack of confidence and latched on to the 
identity of others since it seemed that I would never find my own.  For most of college I was 
lonely and depressed and felt like there was absolutely no purpose or meaning to my 
existence. 
 
 One night in the middle of the semester, I prayed out loud for probably one of the 
first times I ever had in my life, and asked God to heal my broken and damaged heart.  Soon 
after, I met Ashley and started going to church and doing a Bible study.  I realized God had 

sent her to me so that by His strength my heart and my spirit could be healed.  I was in 
church when I decided give my life God.  Instantaneously I had an overwhelming 
feeling of relief.  It felt as though God was right next to me whispering in my ear that 
everything was going to be “ok.” 
 

Since that day, I cannot even count the number of blessings God has already 
put in my life.  I had never before felt comfortable in my own skin, and now I’m 
thankful that God made me the way I am and I’m not doubtful or ashamed.  I wake up 
not hating my life, but thankful that I can breathe and that God loved me so much that 
His son died for me despite all of the ways I have disappointed Him.  Above all I’m 
thankful that I have come to know the Truth and that I am saved.” -  Margot 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
“My parents got divorced when I was pretty young. Every time 

I visited my dad and his girlfriend, I was filled with anger and 
bitterness. My mom thought it was important for us to start going to 
church. God started to change my heart, and I began praying with the 
pastor for my dad's new family. One day, I asked the pastor what I 
needed to do to become a Christian. He led me in a prayer to accept 
Jesus as my Savior. After that day, I remember that life seemed whole 
again. Even though my parents were not back together I was at peace 
in my heart.  
 
  As life went on, my family continued to deteriorate and it caused me to become very independent. I took 
on wrestling and a girlfriend as my new focus and believed that was all I needed. In my heart, I turned away from 

Jesus. When both wrestling and my relationship with her fell through, I was left in a dark place. I was reminded 

of how my heart was incomplete and not at peace. So, I began partying and drinking and chasing girls to numb 
the pain. I was angry, bitter, and quick to abuse others.  
  

Once I got to CSU, a part of me wanted to start pursuing God again. Another side of me wanted to go 
deeper into darkness. At first, I chose poorly and started partying with the rugby team.  Fortunately, I had been 
studying the Bible with a campus minister in my dorm that semester and God was really tugging on my heart. 
One Sunday afternoon, I spent a lot of time with God in prayer. I called Mike and he came over and we talked for 
hours. He led me through some scripture and I prayed to give my heart back to Jesus! 
  

Since then, I have been at peace in my heart and soul. Even in some very difficult family circumstances, I 
take solace in His strength. I have lost my life in Jesus. Now true life has started to reveal itself. I have quality 
friends at Grace Christian Church and I am beginning to show Jesus to my friends and family back home. The 
Lord has challenged me to understand the power of His love and forgiveness in a deeper way. God is truly 
changing me every day.”  – Lee 
 
 
 
 

          “I grew up in a Christian family knowing that God was there for 
me and that I could talk to Him like a friend. When I was four, I 
prayed with my father to accept Christ into my life. As I grew up, I 
got caught up in life and started to forget that God was there for me. 
Church became a tiresome Sunday chore, but I still went, thinking 
that church was something that “good people” attended. As I got to 
high school, life really started weighing down on me. I felt a 
profound sense of meaninglessness to my life and I had little hope for 
my future. I tried to fill the void in my heart with friends and 
distracting activities. It would work for a while, but soon after the 
excitement wore off I felt empty once again.  

           It wasn’t until my first year in college, when I met Ashley that things started changing. She invited 
me to church on campus. After attending for some time, and meeting in weekly Bible studies with her, I 
began to realize that I was living my life independent of Jesus. I was living my life according to my own 
terms, doing whatever I wanted, and I was doing it all alone.  

         I knew that I needed to truly commit and surrender my life to God. Immediately after praying to 
give my life to Jesus, I felt the presence of the Lord within me and words cannot describe the complete 
joy that filled my heart that day.  

         Since then, God has been working in me and my heart is being filled with His love. Although I know 
there is still a lot of work to be done, I don’t fear the future, because I now know that God is always with 
me and has a great plan for my life.”      - Jennie 

 (One of our men’s Bible studies. Lee’s in white.) 



          “Before giving my life to the Lord, I lacked clarity and a sense of 
direction.  I lived for myself without the guidance and care of the Lord, 
and it was confusing and unfulfilling.  Eventually, the Lord began to 
shake things up in my life.  All of the things in my life that had been so 
important began to fall apart.  God started shutting doors that were not 
meant to be followed and using His sovereignty to point me in the right 
direction.  
 
          One day on the CSU campus, as I was walking to class, I met a 
guy named Mike who asked me if I was interested in studying the Bible 
and learning more about Jesus.  I agreed because of the way that life 
had been going and because I desired purpose and meaning in my life.  
We started getting together every week to study the Bible. I began to 
realize that Jesus was the answer, and He wanted my heart.  
 
           I surrendered my life to Jesus last semester before the winter break. In that moment, I felt the love of God touch my 
heart and change me!  Since then, I have been baptized, I attend Grace Christian Church, and my relationship with God 
continues to grow every day.  His will has taken me in a new direction, and the reality that looms ahead looks bright and 

promising!”       - Domingo 
 

 
“I grew up in a Christian home and went to church with my parents 

every Sunday. However, most of the things that I learned about God and Jesus 

never meant that much to me. I considered myself a Christian growing up 

because I believed in God, but I never had a personal relationship with Him. In 

high school, I lived a double-life… my “Christian life” and my “high school life.” I 

lived these lives completely separately. When I went away to CSU, I pushed God 

completely out of my life. I was unhappy and upset all the time. I didn’t know my 

plan or purpose in life.   

 

               Thankfully, God found His way into my life after I met Ashley out on 

the CSU campus. Soon after connecting with her and starting weekly Bible 

studies, I could finally understand what Jesus did for me and how much He loved 

me. He gave everything for me and I knew that I wanted to do the same. So, I 

gave my life to the Lord! I gave my heart to Jesus! 

 

Since making this decision, I feel more optimistic about life because I know that God has a plan and purpose for me.  I just 

feel happy all the time. I don’t get upset like I used to because I know how much God loves me! I am a much happier person and I’m 

excited for the future!”       – Kelly 

 

 
           “I grew up in a Christian home, and the ideas and morals of the Christian religion and God had 
always been engrained in my mind. I actually spent a lot of time learning about God, but never made 
the decision to give Him my whole heart. In high school, I absolutely loved basketball and gave much 
of my heart to it. When I tore my ACL, meniscus, and badly strained my MCL, it was devastating. I 
pushed God away because I felt like He had taken what I loved. My relationship with God was like a 
roller coaster. College came around and God was definitely on the back burner in my mind. I began 
deciding what was right for me instead of trusting God and obeying the Bible.  
 

            I met Mike in the student plaza my sophomore year. We sat down that day and talked about 
my relationship with God, and he invited me to start having Bible studies with him each week. I 
admitted to Mike the struggles I had in my walk with God, and as soon as I got things out in the open I 
could feel the grace of God come into my life. I soon realized my relationship with God had always 
been about head knowledge instead of a real relationship with Him and a commitment of my heart. I 
started feeling convicted about things in my life and Mike and I kept working through them as they 
would come up.  
 

         That following Sunday after church, God touched my heart and I decided to give my whole life to Him! For the first time, I felt the overwhelming feeling 
of the presence of God. I was soon baptized in water, and have continued studying the Bible with Mike. Since then, God has helped me to make some big 
changes in my life. God has given me the desire to read the Bible on my own and to seek Him in all areas of my life. I’m not saying that life isn’t still hard at 
times. However, now I have the help and guidance of the Lord Himself.”        -Stephen 



“I grew up having some knowledge of who God was but I 

never knew or understood how I could have a relationship with Him. 

At the end of my freshmen year of high school one of my friends 

invited me to a Christian summer camp.  I went to that camp in 

Colorado and something big changed in my life. I started to understand 

parts of the Bible and had my first experience with God. I came back 

from camp excited to continue pursuing God, but it wasn’t easy. I went 

through some challenging times and a lot of pain. I started to question 

why I had to suffer. But I decided to go to the camp again the 

following summer and made the decision to give my life to God.  I 

came home determined to continue in my new found faith and share it 

with others. 
 

 When I came to Colorado State, I didn’t realize how the college lifestyle might affect my relationship 

with God. Slowly, I became more concerned with having a fun social life than living a life pleasing to God. I had 

a hard time trusting God and I tried to control things myself. I started living my life for myself again.  I knew this 

was not how God wanted me to live.  Thankfully, God brought Ashley into my life and we started studying the 

Bible. The Lord started drawing me back to Him. I realized that I had taken parts of my heart back from the Lord. 

So, I made the decision to give my entire heart back to Jesus and continue to live for the Lord and seek Him in all 

that I do.   
 

 Since then, I have realized how important it is to have fellowship with other Christians and God continues 

to challenge me in this area.  If I am having a hard time or going through trials, it pushes me closer to God and I 

know that I can always turn to God no matter what.  He has truly blessed my life and I am so thankful for all He 

has done.”     - Kerry 
 

 

 

 

  “When I was 11 my parents decided to get a divorce. This of course 
shattered my world and had me looking for explanation in life. Around this 
time my mother and I started to go to a church. For about two years I 
attended youth group, Bible studies, prayer meetings and church. I 
remember the first time Jesus spoke to me. A man came to share his 
testimony. As he spoke I felt God’s presence. Then the man fell to his knees 
because he felt the same presence. He eventually looked directly at me and 
said to me “Matt the presence of God is in you and that is why I am 
celebrating.” This man did not know my name before. Right then and there, 
was the first time I had an experience with the Lord! 
 

 Soon after that, my life turned into a constant battle. I began to do many wicked things. Two years 
later, track, football, baseball, and basketball took over my life. Most of my love for God was swayed by 
sports and girls.  I was caught in the worldly pleasures that I had been warned about over and over in my 
studies of the Word. I stood short of His glory for 11 years doing whatever I wanted.  I tried everything I 
could think of. I tried to cover and bury all of my emotions but nothing worked.  
 

My life changed because of strong men at Grace Christian Church. I feel to this day that God sent 
me Mike. After two years of seeing and talking to him my eyes were opened and I realized I could be 
forgiven. I finally agreed to go to church.  My second time at Grace Christian Church I repented and came 
back to the Lord. God sent the Holy Spirit and filled me with it. The Lord has saved me and I love Him for 
everything in my life.”       -Matt 

 



 “I grew up in a Christian home and thought I was a Christian all my life, but I didn't really act like one. I didn’t pray 

or read my Bible, and going to church felt like a chore. In August of 2008, I began doing a Bible study with my pastor back 

home and my heart started to change. I gave my life to Jesus and then got baptized. Soon after making that decision, 

however, I started slipping away from God and began drinking and using drugs. I had taken my life back.  
  

 When I came to CSU I was pretty confused about what I 

believed. I had friends that didn’t believe in God and others who 

practiced different religions. I believed that there was a God, but I was 

unsure if Christianity was the right way. A few weeks into the semester, 

Ashley stopped me near the student center and shared with me the 

Gospel of Jesus Christ. It sparked something in me and I decided to start 

studying the Bible with her every week. Before long, I began to realize 

that the Bible was really God’s Word and the Truth. I also saw that I had 

been living my life independently of God’s will. After a Bible study with 

Ashley, I gave my life back to Jesus and started living for Him again! 
 

 Since giving my life back to Jesus, I feel so much better 

knowing that God is really with me and that He loves me. Sometimes 

it’s still a struggle letting God be in control of my life, but as I continue 

to study the Word and pray it gets easier and easier. I’m thankful for 

what God has done for me and I’m excited for my future.”  Dami 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“I have great parents who took me to church growing up, as long as 

we weren’t busy with sports. When I came to CSU, I thought that I was a 

Christian because I went to church and knew some of the Bible. However, 

during my first semester at CSU, God began to show me the truth about that 

issue. One day on campus, as I was walking in between classes, Mike pulled 

me aside and we talked about my beliefs for a bit. He asked me if I wanted to 

join a Bible study, and I agreed. We began meeting every Thursday night and 

studying the Bible together. I soon realized that my beliefs and my lifestyle 

didn’t really line up with the Bible, and I began questioning a lot about my 

life. One night, a scary realization hit me; I knew that if I died in the state I 

was in, I would be separate from God forever. By the end of the fall semester I 

was pretty stirred up. When I went home for the Christmas break, Mike 

encouraged me to think about everything that we had gone over in our Bible 

studies. Over the break, I really spent a lot of time considering these things. 
 

 When I came back to CSU for my second semester, I knew that I wanted and needed to give my life to the Lord 

completely. In order to do that, though, some things were going to have to change. I needed to separate myself from some 

sinful things that were a part of my life if I was going to truly pursue God and live my life for Him. That following weekend, I 

made some serious decisions and cut some ties. Then, after a Bible study, I made the decision to repent and live completely 

for God!  It was the greatest decision I have ever made without a doubt.  It gave me the greatest feeling I have ever 

experienced. I felt like I had been accepted and approved and became so close to the Lord. I got baptized on March 10th and 

was so excited to continue taking steps towards God. Now, I know what it is to be saved and to be a true son of God! 
 

Where I am today is the greatest place I could be. I’m living my life for Jesus because of what He did for me on the 

cross, and I’m so thankful for everything that He’s done. I don’t believe it was a coincidence running into Mike on campus, 

but rather, the Lord put him in my life at that specific point in time to lead me down the correct road He has chosen for me. 

We’ve continued to study the Bible together on a regular basis, and I’m so excited to continue pursuing God and His will for 

my life!”    - Branden 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

As a child, I went to church just about every Sunday. When I was in 8th grade, my family stopped going to church 

and my focus shifted off of God. In high school, my real focus was on school, sports, and partying. I started drinking at least 

2 times a week during the school year, and almost every night during summer break. At that point in my life, I didn’t care 

about going to church and I never thought about having a relationship with God. 
 

Towards the end of my senior year of high school, one of my friends invited me to his church’s youth group. I went 

to the meeting and something in me changed a little bit. My friend and I prayed together that God would begin to draw me 

into a personal relationship with Him.  
 

In the fall of 2009, my freshman year at CSU, I met Mike Browning 

outside of my dorm on campus. He stopped me out of a group of people and asked 

me some questions about God and what I believed in. From there, Mike and I 

started studying the Bible together once a week.  God answered my prayer by 

sending Mike to help lead me into a personal relationship with Him. 
 

In February, after a Bible study, I realized that I needed to give my life 

completely to God. So, I made that decision and I could sense God’s presence 

touch me. Shortly after that, I was baptized at Grace Christian Church and have 

continued studying the Bible with Mike. As I’ve started living my life for the 

Lord, it has continued to change for the better. I know that God has great plans for 

my life!  - Josh 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 “I grew up going to church in a tiny town. I learned all the stories and memorized all the verses I was supposed to 
know for Sunday school. Just before I turned 8, we moved to another small town, and we found a church there that we attended for 
a pretty long time. When I was 8 years old, I was so scared of going to hell and not being in heaven with my dad that I prayed to God 
to be saved. Looking back though, it wasn’t the way it was supposed to be. My life didn’t change. I didn’t feel different. I didn’t really 
understand what it meant to be a Christian. I just kept living my life the same way with the same ‘I do what I want’ attitude. I lived 
like this for a long time, never really taking the phrase ‘Lord and Savior’ to heart. I had never connected the word ‘Lord’  to its actual 
meaning and continued to live for myself with a lifestyle full of sin.  
 

 One of the greatest parts of my life was baseball. Baseball eventually took the place of God in my heart. When I got to 
CSU, I tried out for the baseball team, and didn’t make the cut. I had one of the things that I cared most about taken from me. I didn’t 
have anything else to turn to and was down and depressed. I was walking back from class one day and a campus evangelist named 
Stephen stopped me to ask a couple questions about my faith. We talked off-and-on for a while. He invited me to church every 
week, but I always seemed to find a way around it, because truthfully, I just didn’t want to change my life. I was in college and 
wanted to experience the college lifestyle with my friends. As Stephen and I began to meet more regularly, I began to think a lot 
about my relationship with God. I started to realize where my life and my faith were really at. As we continued to study the Bible, I 
got pretty stirred up and asked lots of questions. When I went home for winter break, I knew that God was putting His finger on 
areas of my life that would have to change if I were to live completely for Him. 
 

 When I came back from winter break, God began to remove the 
barriers that had held me back for so long. On January 26, 2012, I prayed to God 
for forgiveness from my terrible ways, to save me from hell, and bring me out of 
this world to live for Him completely. Before I was saved, I took part in drinking, 
partying, and many other sinful things, but since that day my life has done a 
complete 180-degree turn. It is going the exact opposite way it was. I was 
spiraling downward into depression, and God brought me out of that and into the 
light, into happiness through Him. I have completely changed and do not have the 
desire to sin anymore. I am closer to God than I have ever been and I am so 
thankful to God for putting Stephen and the people at Grace Christian Church into 
my life to help me.”  ~ Kelvin 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 
 
Early on at CSU, I felt that God might be real, but I was filled with more doubt than belief.  God was buried in the back of my 

mind. In the second week of school I was approached by a campus evangelist, named Stephen, while I was walking to class. He gave me a 
short survey consisting of simple questions about my views on God. He invited me to come to church or a Bible study with him. I agreed 
half-heartedly and treated it like a chore. We sat down a couple of times to discuss some questions I had about the existence of 
God, heaven, hell, and the difference between good and evil. During the fourth week of school, a man was in front of the student 
center preaching the Gospel with a Bible in his hand and inviting students to ask him questions. While listening to him speak, I found 
myself agreeing with him a lot. His answers were not always perfect, but they were reasonable and well articulated to the point where faith 
in Jesus seemed much stronger than doubting Him did. Friday, September 16th, when I was walking back to my dorm I felt 
conviction in my heart. I felt guilty for running away from God my whole life, and I knew I did not want to do that anymore. That night, 
Stephen drove us over to a friend's house, and during the drive I told him about what I felt. He asked me if I was ready to pray and give my 
life over to Jesus. I said that I was ready to surrender my life to Christ, and we prayed together. Jesus has saved me from hell 
and from an eternity separate from My Father.  

 

Since making the biggest and most important decision of my life, I am constantly considering 
what God would want me to do in everyday situations. The differences between right and wrong are now 
much clearer to me. I am continuing to study the Bible with Stephen in order to learn the basic principles 
of the Christian life. Living for God has been such an exciting and momentous part of my life. I 
have made a lot of new friends while attending Grace Christian Church and fellowshipping throughout the 
week. These people are the most trustworthy, dependable, and selfless individuals that I have ever met and 
I’m so thankful for Christian friends. God used Stephen to reveal the glory and light of His Word to me 
and I cannot describe how grateful I am for God's grace upon my life.” - Andy 

 

 

 “I grew up occasionally going to church and 
learning about God. I knew about God, but I had never had 
a relationship with Him.  I didn’t really know my purpose 
in life and felt like I was just going through the motions.  I 
tried reading the Bible but it never made sense to me. 
 

 During my freshman year at CSU, I was approached by a campus evangelist named Ashley as I was 
leaving the recreation center and she shared the Gospel with me. I decided to meet with her in weekly Bible studies 
to find out more. Each week, I began to understand more about God and what Jesus did for me, but I still felt like 
it wasn’t sinking in. There was something holding me back from giving my life to the Lord. During the summer, I 
lost a friend in a tragic accident.  He had also been doing Bible studies and I found out that he had made the 
decision to give his life to Jesus before the summer.  We were good friends and his loss was hard to deal with, but 
knowing that he was with God in heaven brought comfort.  I began to realize that none of us were guaranteed 
another day and it was important for me to make this decision. I knew that I was independent of God and I didn’t 
want to continue living that way. I finally came to a place where I was ready to give my entire life to Jesus, so I 
could have eternal life. 

  Since making this decision, I can read God’s 
Word and not only understand it, but begin to apply it to 
my life.  I’ve made some good Christian friends and have 
seen how He has changed their lives and am excited to see 
how He is going to continue changing mine.  I have faith 
and a hope for my future and know that God has a plan for 
my life.”   -Elizabeth 

 

 

 



 

“About one year ago I met Stephen on campus and told him I wanted to start meeting in a Bible study. This was a 
decision that would change my life for eternity.   

 I grew up in a Christian home with Christian parents. I went to church and youth group every week. In middle 
school I had a desire to follow Jesus, but that faded quickly once I entered high school. Once I entered college, I just 
became more involved with the party scene, got into an ungodly relationship with a girl, and drifted even further away 
from Jesus. One day I was walking on campus and I was stopped by a campus evangelist. When he asked me, “How much 
of Jesus’ life did He give for you personally?”  I said, “all of it.” He then asked me, “What is the appropriate response  to 
what Jesus did for you?” For the first time I realized that I needed to give 100% of my life to Christ. After that conversation 
I actually got serious about pursuing God. When I went to Grace Christian Church the first time, it was like no other 
church I had ever been too.  The presence of God was there like I had never experienced before. 
 

 In my Bible study, Stephen taught me what it really meant to follow Christ, and to be honest I was reluctant to 
hear about it. It was a major lifestyle change and I didn’t want to give up the life I was living. As we continued studying 
the Bible, God started bringing more clarity and conviction.  
 

Around March, I began to have a feeling like I was standing on the edge of 
a diving board wanting to jump off, but too scared to do so. On April 10, 2012, after 
working through a lot of fear, I was ready to commit my life to Jesus. I made the 
decision to repent and turn to surrender my life to the Lord. 
 

              Since that day my life hasn’t been the same. I now wake up longing to know 
the Lord more. I am very involved with the church and I know where I am headed 
when my time here on earth is over. I am so thankful for Stephen and the campus 
ministry for helping me find my way to the Lord. Thank you for your partnership 
with this ministry. They are helping to change lives every day on this campus and 
your partnership enables them to do that. God bless.”    -Doug  
 

 

 

 

 

"I grew up in a Christian household and I actually gave my life to Christ when I was seven. As I 

got older the distractions of the world caused me to backslide in my relationship with Jesus. By the time 

I started attending Colorado State University, I was living the typical college life. I knew that I was in 

rebellion towards God, but I always told myself that once I got out of college I would get my life right 

with God again.  

As the school year went on I started to realize the 

emptiness I had inside of me. No amount of friends, parties, or 

things could give me any lasting satisfaction. I felt purposeless and 

alone. One day, I was walking to a class with some of these 

concerns on my mind when Mike approached me with the Gospel. 

He started asking me about what would happen to me after I died 

and although I had been forgiven before, I questioned whether I’d 

actually go to heaven. I started meeting with Mike and studying the 

Bible with him.  

After studying the Bible with Mike for a few weeks I realized that I needed to get right with God. 

I prayed to repent during one of our Bible studies. Since then, I’ve grown so close with God at Grace 

Christian Church. I thank God that He sent someone to bring me closer to Him. I hope to be the same 

blessing that Mike was to me to someone else soon.  I’m really excited for all the things God has in store 

for me in the future."  - Caden 

 

 



 

 

“I was raised in Greeley, CO as the youngest of two boys and one girl. 

My parents worked very hard to pass on their love and devotion to the Lord to 

us kids. I began to pull away from God in my teen years and pursue my own 

worldly desires instead. The distance between God and I only grew further 

apart as I entered college with all of its freedoms and temptations. Without my 

parents pushing me in the right direction, I looked for meaning in my life 

through partying and an unhealthy relationship which left me feeling even 

emptier. There were a few key events in college that got me thinking about 

God again.  One of which, was my brother giving his life to the Lord. Soon 

after, he began encouraging me to do the same.  
 

My brother’s new found love for the Lord reminded me that God still had plans for me. Around the same time, I met 

Mike on campus. God put Mike in my life to teach me the Bible and to hold me accountable. We slowly began to break 

through the roadblocks and doubts in my mind about God. The desire to know and love God became stronger and stronger. 

Through these weekly Bible studies, as well as my entire family calling and texting me daily with encouraging prayers for 

God in my life, I finally had the courage and strength that I needed.  
 

On February 25th of this year, God quieted my doubts and fears and I surrendered to Him as the Lord and Savior of 

my life. Since then, He has been removing the sinful desires from my heart and adding a new sense of meaning and purpose. 

With the help of Mike’s discipleship, I am working to build strong foundations that will fortify my faith and walk with 

Christ. The Lord is working strongly in my life, and I can’t wait to see what the future holds!”   - Jeremy 

 

 

 

 

 

 “I was born in Zimbabwe, a beautiful landlocked country which hosts Victoria Falls. Growing up, my 

mom would take my sister and me to church. My mom was a Christian who emphasized God in every aspect of 

our lives. My dad never came to church with us, though. As I grew older, there were more and more problems at 

home. When I was in 5th grade, my mom decided to pack up and move us to my aunt’s house. About a year later, 

my mom, my sister, and I moved to the U.S without my dad. 

 

Early on in the U.S., I remember always trying to fit in. Over time, I started drifting away from God, even 

though my mom kept us going to church. After high school, I went to a junior college to play some basketball. I 

became pretty rebellious and got in a lot of trouble. By that time, it had been months since I went to church or 

even cracked open a Bible. I began to struggle with depression and even had some suicidal thoughts. I found that I 

could numb the pain by getting involved with women. Eventually, I met a man at the junior college who really 

helped me and began teaching me about Christ. I began to realize that I was living my life separated from the 

Lord. When my time at the junior college ended, I enrolled at CSU.  

 

As I transitioned up to Fort Collins, I knew that I wanted 

to continue pursuing God. A few weeks into the semester, I met 

Mike on the campus. He asked me some questions about my 

beliefs and invited me to join a Bible study. I was sort of shocked 

because I was searching for God and have never been approached 

by a Christian like that before. Then it clicked, the Lord has a 

hand in everything I do. As we studied the Bible every week, I 

continued getting closer to the Lord. At a New Year’s Eve church 

service in 2011, I dedicated my life to Jesus completely! Looking 

back, I can see how the Lord has been hovering over my life since 

I was young. I’m truly a child of the Lord now and I know that He 

is leading and protecting me.” – Gary 

 

 



 

 

 

“In this last year the Lord has done so many things in my life. For a long time, I’ve really wanted 
to know God, but I just didn’t have the guidance. I was by my self and blinded by the world. Thanks to 
God, Mike Browning ran into me at the University of Northern Colorado and shared the Gospel with me. 
Shortly after, I gave my life completely to Jesus!  
 

I am growing as a disciple of Christ and have been getting to know the Lord more and more on 
a personal level. I can't be grateful enough to Mike for all of his help.  He was persistent with me, even 
when I was going through some challenging times. Mike and his family are godly examples for me and I 
feel truly blessed that God brought them into my life. The Lord has definitely revealed Himself to me in 
my life, making the impossible happen. I can easily say that my life has been changed forever!” - Zack 

 

 

 

 

 “As with many Christians, I grew up in a Christian home. My parents took me to church and I had a good 

understanding of the Bible. When I was in sixth grade, I repented and gave my life to the Lord. My parents were 

good parents and my brother, who was saved, did all he could to disciple me and teach me about the things of 

God. I was going to a youth group at church. However, going to public school and being constantly surrounded by 

unsaved people, who didn’t always share my Biblical standards began to take its toll. I felt like an outsider and I 

didn’t have many friends.  

 

When I got to college this changed. My older brother who is a part of Grace Christian Church introduced 

me to Mike and I started coming to church and doing weekly Bible studies. Immediately, I was surrounded by 

people that truly, genuinely, cared about me and love Jesus with all their heart. As the year went on the Lord used 

this church to show me I was loved and accepted in Christ and that he has a wonderful purpose for me. He has 

shown me what it is to be firmly planted in the kingdom of God. Thanks to the work of the Holy Spirit, and 

through Grace Christian Church, I have grown more in my faith in my first year of college than I thought 

possible.” - Jimmy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Mike with Zack and Jimmy – summer of 2015 



 

 

 

 

My life before I was saved had no meaning. I had always called myself a Christian but I never really 

knew what that meant. I never had the guidance or the knowledge to truly commit my life to Christ. I just didn’t 

know how. 

 

 I started meeting up with Mike in weekly Bible studies and I really began to understand the Word and to 

hear God speak to me. I learned about His love and all He has done for us and for me personally. As I continued 

to learn from the Bible, I understood what He wanted from me in return. On January 14th, I finally gave my life to 

Christ and was saved. 

 

 My life now has much more meaning. I’m avoiding 

sin and making better choices that I would not have made 

before I was saved. I continue to trust in God and life is 

much easier to handle, because I know that there is a reason 

for everything. With God I can handle whatever is thrown at 

me and come out stronger on the other side. I have to 

remember that often and pray for strength, especially at this 

point in time because I’m so new at this. And when I pray, I 

enjoy knowing that God listens and wants only the best for 

me.” – Ben 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Before I gave my life to Jesus I was lost. I would give in to the temptations of sin that are in this 

world. The worst of all was that I thought that I was right with God, but I was wrong. I had never 

repented and surrendered everything to Him. 

 
 

I met Mike on campus last semester and we started 

meeting up in a weekly Bible study. I knew that I needed to 

give my life to Christ but fear was holding me back. One 

weekend, God revealed to me that I could trust Him to provide 

all of my needs. It gave me the faith I needed and I repented 

on February 1st of this year. 

 

 

Since giving my life to Jesus, my relationship with God has grown 

exponentially. I have been baptized and have become a member of Grace 

Christian Church. The temptations that I once faced and gave in to are now 

gone. The old me is gone. I have a true relationship with Him now and am 

developing a strong foundation for my faith!”   - Coleman 

 

 

 

 



"I grew up in a broken home. When I was nine my dad, who was living in Arizona, passed away.  My 
parents were separated at the time, but he was planning on moving back to Colorado to be a part of my 
life. From that point on, I blamed God for his death. I continued going to a catholic school, but still harbored 
that grudge. I felt like I wasn’t good enough for God, and that He took my dad away from me because of it. 
High school was a confusing time with so many quick relationships. I tried drugs and alcohol but it didn't 
help.   

 

The Lord sent me guidance in my second week at the University of Northern Colorado. Mike 
approached me and asked if I knew the Lord, a question that I thought I knew the answer to. We set up a 
Bible study and began to meet up every week. I realized the first step was letting go of some painful things 
and forgiving my dad. I also saw that God wasn't to blame and that I needed to open up my heart again. I 
knew I had to let go of my own desires, ambitions, insecurities, and trust the Lord to carry me to wherever I 
was meant to be. After months of meeting with Mike, I gave my life to the Lord. In that moment, I was 
engulfed in a feeling of peace, belonging, love, and an overall sense of redemption in the Lord.  

 

Since surrendering my life to Jesus, I have been 
faced with challenges but now I know that the Lord is 
there to guide me. I have been praying a lot and God has 
shown me a path to walk on. I used to worry a lot, but 
the Lord has been teaching me to trust Him more. 
Matthew 6: 25-34 is a passage that I meditate on and it 
has really helped me." – Anthony  

 
 
 
 
 
 

“I was born into a religious family and was always told how important God is, but I 
always just shrugged it off. Truthfully, I lived my life solely for myself. I looked to worldly 
desires to please me. I used drinking and sports to make me feel better. I boasted a lot and 

tried to please everyone, because I really cared a lot about what people thought about me. 
 
Mike and I started studying the Bible together during the fall semester. Pretty quickly I 

saw the truth about my sin and what Jesus did for me. On Wednesday November 18, I gave 
my life to Jesus and found God’s mercy and grace. I vowed to live my life for Him and follow 
the path Jesus has chosen for me.  

 
Since then, I understand the Bible so much 

more clearly and can sense God leading me. I have 
been sharing the Gospel and telling my testimony to 
friends. My friend David actually gave his life to 
Jesus last week after hearing my testimony! I’m so 
thankful for what the Lord has done and for Mike’s 
help through this. This is and always will be the best 
decision I have ever made.” – Austin 

 
 

 

 



“As a family, we only went to church on Christmas Eve and Easter. I was always aware 

of Jesus and His sacrifice for us, but I just never really took it seriously. The first time I 
experienced the presence of God was during my freshman year in high school. My youth 

group went out to a camp in the mountains and we were told to go out by ourselves and 
find a spot to listen. I found a beautiful spot to overlook the mountain valleys. I remember 

getting emotional because it was so breathtaking. It hit me that God was most definitely 

real. I was excited, but as time went on, the farther away I got from God. Eventually, I 
stopped going to youth group altogether. God had been put on the back-burner and I was 

living my life for myself.  

 
 When I went to college, I heard about all of the campus groups, 

but I wasn’t really interested in joining them. I was more focused on 

school than anything else. One day, as I was walking home from the 

gym a stranger approached me. I was surprised when he asked me, “If 

you died today, would you go to heaven?” I couldn’t say yes. I realized 
that I wasn’t right with God. The stranger turned out to be a campus 

evangelist with Grace Christian Church, and he offered to meet with me 
every week to do a Bible study. This weekly Bible study slowly brought 

my focus back to the Lord, and finally I agreed to go to church with him 

one Sunday.  
 

 That was the day that I got saved. I was overcome by emotion during the sermon. I was tired of putting God on 

the back-burner.  I decided then and there that I was done living for myself.  On December 4th, I began my walk with the 
Lord. Hopefully in the coming weeks I will be baptized too!”  - Christian  

  

 
 
 

“I grew up in a somewhat religious household. We celebrated Christmas and Easter and said we believed in God, but that was 

about it. In my junior year of high school, I grew strong in my faith. I went to morning prayer meetings, prayed for people 

often, and always tried to bring the Lord into people's lives. I had a wonderful relationship with the Lord. I followed Him 

obediently and was strong in my faith through the rest of high school. 

 

Unfortunately, it all fell apart my freshman year of college. My best friend started 

doing drugs, drinking, and partying a lot. She began taking advantage of me. I had no 

friends and I quickly became very lonely, angry, and depressed. I also became bitter 

towards God. As the year went on, I began to question if there even was a loving and 

caring God. I transferred to UNC, and met a campus evangelist from Grace Christian 

Church. She asked if she could pray for me and asked me what I believed. After 

talking with her, I was overcome with an immense sense of joy. I realized that God 

had not left me. I had just stopped listening to Him and trusting Him. I went home 

thanking God for reaching out to me. When I got home, I decided to recommit my 

life to the Lord. I told Him that I was done turning my back on Him and living 

independent of Him. 

 

I have continued to meet in weekly Bible studies and have learned more about 

having an intimate relationship with the Lord. I have been baptized and am 

continuing to move forward in my faith. There are still many things I need to work 

on, but I know I'm on the right path. I am a much more joyous person and am a lot 

more willing to listen to what God is telling me.” – Casey 

 
 

 

 

 

 



“I met a campus evangelist with Grace Christian Church about two years ago. 

Through a number of Bible studies I saw and understood that I needed to be saved, 

but I couldn’t give up my sin. My life got tougher and became much darker. I was in 

and out of bad relationships. I was living in a house full of parties and drinking. I 

became very depressed. This went on for about a year and a half. I still met in 

weekly Bible studies, but we didn’t have much to discuss as I was becoming more 

and more reluctant to let go of my sin. 

 

The real thing holding me back was an ungodly relationship. I felt like I wasn’t 

strong enough to end it myself, so I prayed that God would execute His plan in that 

situation for me. A couple of days later my girlfriend ended the relationship. It was 

in that moment that I knew it was time to make a change in my life. I called the 

minister and asked if we could meet the next day. After about 30 minutes of talking, 

I decided that I was done living in such a dark place, and I gave my life to God. 

 

It was incredible how quickly I started to be healed. Since then, God has put people 

in my life to help me. He has been speaking to me through the Bible. I have become 

a member of Grace Christian Church and have been baptized. The Lord has blessed 

me with new friends and new paths of life. The Lord truly saved me.” - Beck 

 
 
 
 

 
“Before I committed my life to the Lord, I felt like I was separated from Him. I grew up going to church but by my 

sophomore year of high school I had strayed far from God. I had spent years denying God and all He had done for me. The 

tipping point sophomore year was when my friend committed suicide and I falsely resented God for it. 

 

Recently, I became independent from my parents and was working on being 

an actual adult. I slowly realized that I didn’t want to be without God during 

this time in my life and what better time to start a commitment like this if 

not the beginning of my adult life. It was during this last spring break when 

I repented. I had been very stressed out trying to find a house within the 

week. I had an especially rough day when we learned that we didn’t get the 

apartment that we wanted. After I got the call, I sat on the edge of my bed 

for a while wondering who I could ask for help, when I realized that I didn’t 

need someone else’s help. I needed God’s help. That was when I decided to 

repent. I was made alive in Him that day and I could feel it. 

 

The next week I felt a little different, less stressed and more happy. I didn’t 

have to worry anymore. I didn’t have to be afraid of growing up. No matter 

how far away I am from my parents I will always have my Father. The next 

week one of my old friends offered a room for me to move in to. I got 

employee of the month. I just don’t have to worry anymore. This journey to 

redemption has been long, but I am proud to say that I made the decision to 

start the journey towards righteousness.” - Micky 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 



“I was raised in a house where you had to believe in God. My 

family went to church every Sunday and prayed before every 

meal. But looking back, God was never truly number one in 

my life. I never knew any of the stories of the Bible, and I 

never talked about God. Being a Christian seemed to be a 

ritual, or a habit. After some challenging times, our family 

stopped going to church. High school was a time full of sin 

and regret. 

 

As I entered college, things began to change. I started to 

realize that I had been denying God. One night, I decided that 

I wanted to start pursuing God. Literally the next day, a 

campus evangelist with Grace Christian Church approached 

me and shared the Gospel with me. We exchanged numbers 

and started to study the Bible together. Over time, I learned 

what it meant to follow Jesus. I was really encouraged and 

wanted my life to change. On October 18th, I committed my 

life to Christ. 

 

Since then, God has really impacted my life. My relationship with Christ keeps getting stronger and my faith has really 

grown. Just a couple of weeks ago, my dad was going to have some serious surgery. The doctors said that he only had a 50% 

chance of surviving the operation. Right before going into surgery I prayed for my dad, and the doctors took one more X-

Ray. The large abscess that had been wrapped around his sinus cavity was completely gone! That really touched my dad, and 

he has actually started going to church again. I have truly seen God do miracles in my life and it is amazing. I am eager to 

continue my days worshipping Him and seeing where He leads me.” – Chris 

 

 

“I grew up in a small town of about 200 people in central Wyoming. My 

family was the type to go to church on a holiday. As I got older, I attended 

Christian sports camps where I felt the presence of God. However, when the 

camp ended and I returned home, I returned to my former selfish way of life. 

In the seventh grade, my parents got a divorce. I was very confused and filled 

with sorrow. It wasn’t even a year later that my Grandma passed away. The 

feelings of loneliness and despair had made a home in my heart and I kept 

trying to put a band-aid on my problems. 

 I moved to UNC in Greeley for a fresh start. I made new friends and 

was doing well in school. Yet the same doubts and feelings still lingered in 

my heart. I remember a few nights that I just sat in my dorm and cried myself 

to sleep. I felt lost, like there was a missing piece in my heart. Then late in the 

first semester, I ran into a campus evangelist from Grace Christian Church 

and began doing Bible studies with her. I grew up listening to the stories but 

never understood what it really meant to have a relationship with God. The more I learned, the more I 

longed for this relationship. Then in the second semester, I prayed to be saved. 

 This was the first time where I truly felt like a complete person. I felt as though weight had been 

lifted off my shoulders, like I had become a different person. My wants changed and the things that the 

old me used to like became less appealing. I’m learning to let go and place things in God’s hands instead 

of trying to control things myself. The more I grow as a Christian the happier and more fulfilled I 

become. I no longer have doubts that I’m alone, because I know that God loves me and He will never 

leave me.”    - Brytnee 

 



 
  

 

“I consider myself a normal guy. I never had run-ins with the 

law, respected my parents, never had any interest in harmful 

substances… in general a “good guy”. In my first semester of college, I 

was rolling through the motions having a mellow day, when a campus 

evangelist approached me as I was walking with the crowd. We talked 

for a while about my beliefs and then agreed to meet again and actually 

study the Bible together. 

 

We went through the rest of the semester meeting for an hour 

a week and talking about the core topics in the Bible. Towards the end 

of the semester he asked me a difficult question that I wasn’t prepared 

for, “Do you think you’re ready to repent and receive Christ?” I 

meditated on the matter for a couple of weeks. As I did, conviction grew in my heart. I told Mike I was ready to 

surrender my life to Christ and we prayed together. After we prayed, I was almost speechless as I felt the peace of God. 

 

I went back home for the break and was sitting at the kitchen table at my parents’ house looking at a couple of 

scriptures when my mother walked in and asked, “What’s that?” I explained that I was studying the Bible and she 

asked if she could join me. Of course, I said yes! Now my little sister wants to study the Bible and I’ve been talking 

with my parents about the Lord. I’ve started to see the effect the Lord is having on my life. He is helping all those 

around me become interested in pursuing Him. The scriptures are starting to click in a new way and now I understand 

the meaning of being born again into a life of faith.”  - Tyler 

  

 

 

“I started to realize I had been walking down the wrong path for quite some time. Alcohol 

completely and thoroughly dictated my life. I had grown dark and hard, not letting thoughts or 

emotions surface. Past experiences in combat as a Marine filled me with hate and distaste for many 

people, as well as deep sorrow and regret. The Lord came down upon me hard and for weeks I was 

crying and scared, unsure how to continue my life.  

 

I was afraid to reach out for help, but the Lord came to me and laid out a path for me. 

While I was attending UNC, Mike approached me on campus wanting to share about the Lord’s 

grace and forgiveness. We agreed to meet the following Tuesday for a Bible study and have been 

doing so since. I was invited to church and a men’s group as well. I was being torn down and built 

up each service and meeting. All the wickedness inside of me was exposed as I learned of Jesus 

going to the cross for me, and that He was waiting for me to run to Him and love Him. Luke 15:20, 

“and he rose and came to his father. But when he was still a great way off, his father saw him and 

had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and kissed him.” I was familiar with the 

verse from hearing it as a boy, but it had come alive. It was the first time I had felt 

emotion from reading out of the Bible. And that emotion was immense joy that the Lord 

would love me so much, even though I had turned my back on Him for so long. On 

March 4, 2018, I set fear aside, repented of my sins and asked the Lord into my life.  

 

 I immediately wanted to call my mother and tell her the good news. It 

was hard to fight back the tears and her first reaction was asking if I was in a car 

accident. I assured her it was tears of joy and told her of my salvation that day. The Lord 

is continuing to show me His love and joy in the scriptures. Luke 15:24, “for this son of 

mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and has been found. And they began to be 

merry.” I desire to grow as a man of God and give Him praise for His compassion 

towards me. He continues to guide me and delight me with His love.” - Caleb  



“I was told that college is the place where you find your true self. I knew the 

first thing that I wanted to figure out was where I stood with the Lord. I wanted to 

learn more about Jesus and finally come to know Him. I wanted Him to be a part of 

my life. It was something that I had pushed off for so long and it was time to give my 

life to the Lord and make things right with Him. 

  I had been talking with a campus evangelist from Grace Christian Church, 

working through some fear that was holding me back. Then, on a road trip to     

Arizona, I realized that giving my life to the Lord could not wait any longer. I just 

had to do it then and there. Sitting in the car, I started praying and asking the Lord 

for forgiveness for all the things I had done and just telling Him I was ready to let go 

of my old self and move on with my life right by His side. 

After repenting, I felt a weight lifted off from my shoulders and happiness just came over me. I 

realized that I had done what I had been longing to do. I have the Lord with me, guiding me through life so I 

can do what’s right. I am revived and my faith has really grown!” - Amaryllis 

  

 

 

 

 

“Prior to submitting my life to Christ, I was lost and living in sin. I 

didn’t really know who I was or what the future had in store for me. I felt like 

I was in a cold world that was breaking down my character. I didn't know 

what my motivation or purpose was in life. 

  

Early on at UNC, I met Mike and we started studying the Bible 

together. I learned that humanity has a sin problem that separates us from a 

relationship with God. But God loves us so much that He sent Jesus to bear 

the penalty for our sins. I didn’t want to live in sin and be separated from God 

anymore. I wasn’t willing to continue on that path. On April 5th, I chose to 

give my life to Christ. I repented, asked God for forgiveness, and received Him 

as my Savior. It was an amazing experience. I 

felt chills running though my body. I sincerely 

know that I owe God all that I am. 

 

  I have become a new creation and life has been amazing. No more 

stress or uncertainty. I know I have been adopted into God’s family. My life 

has changed drastically. I used to stress over things like my athletic career, 

my education, and my future. I always questioned myself about whether I 

would be successful in life. When I found God, I put every one of my stresses 

and uncertainties away and confided in His plan. Everything has started to 

fall into place and I am learning my identity and what my purpose is.  God 

planted a seed in me that was filled with faith, love, patience, and 

righteousness. I will continue to grow with Christ each and every day.” - Noel 

  

 



“Before turning to God, I used to live for myself, to 

do what I wanted when I wanted. I did a lot of parties. 

Even one of the reason of why I applied for an exchange in 

US was because I wanted to make party with the American 

as the parties were looking crazier than the one in 

Europe. But then, one day I woke up after a crazy party 

and I wasn’t happy at all of what I did. I was really mad at 

me to have be so drunk that I forgot half of what I did. But 

all my friends texted me by saying it was amazing party 

and that they want to do the same next week. At that point I 

knew that a “perfect” night for the life I used to live didn’t 

make me happy, so I had to change something.  
  

  During the next day, I read some scripture that Mike sent me on God’s love. And those 

scripture convince me to make my decision to turn to Jesus because I wanted to have a relationship 

with God because without Him I was lost and my life didn’t have any real meaning. Since I’ve made 

my decision I felt a lot happier. Even a lot of my friends told me that I’m always smiling. And I also 

feel more confident because I know I’m not alone. To finish, one of the reason that had made me 

hesitate to turn to Him was that I was “happy” in my old life. But that’s wrong, I thought I was 

happy, but it’s nothing in comparison of now, since I have a relationship with God!” - Romain 

  

 

 

 

“I was raised in the catholic church. After some dis-heartening 

events, I left the church and took up a life filled with drugs and sexual-

immorality. Throughout my life, I have yearned for the acceptance of 

man. I would do anything to be accepted by my peers. I would lie and 

portray myself as something I wasn’t, just to be accepted. 
  

Upon enrolling in college, I continued my partying lifestyle, 

took to selling drugs, and lived to please myself. I met Mike around the 

first semester of college and we started doing Bible studies, which 

began to peak my interest. After some time, I started to see the love of 

God through the way Mike loved the Lord. 
  

After graduating, I moved out to New York and went through 

the most difficult year of my life. I opened my Bible and started 

reading. I was enthralled in scripture, reading daily, and wanting to know who Jesus was. After a terrible 

experience, I put all my faith and trust in Jesus Christ. I felt the love of God and I realized that what He 

did on the cross was for me. While he died for the sins of the world, I knew He died for my sins 

specifically. I wanted to do things to make the Lord feel loved. 
  

Right now I'm growing in faith, and while still immature in my faith, I am finding where and 

how the Lord wants to use my life to serve Him.” – Asa 
  

 

 



“I grew up in a very anti-Christian family. Being so young, I was very 
impressionable and followed my mom and her beliefs, which were only 
based around scientifically proven facts. Growing up, my biggest 
challenge was having anger issues and lashing out to extreme lengths, 
where people were genuinely afraid. I had a life changing moment in 
October of 2019, when I got into a car accident. It was so bad the other 
car had rolled onto it’s side. Both I, and the women in the other vehicle 
should have been badly injured, but we walked away. That moment I felt 
like there was more to it than just wearing a seatbelt that saved us, but I 
never pursued what I felt.  

  
 Not long after my accident, my amazing bible study teacher approached me on the UNC 
campus and asked me if I believed in God. I was of course reluctant at first, but I felt inside that 
there had to be something more to life. We started meeting 
in weekly Bible studies and after quite a few lessons I just 
undoubtedly knew the truth.  
  
 Making the decision to repent and be saved and 
commit to Jesus has been the best and most refreshing 
thing I have ever done. It is so rewarding to give my all to 
our Lord and Savior, who has also given His life for us all. 
“Clean” doesn’t even begin to describe what this has done 
for me and will do for anyone else who makes this 
decision.”  - Eryn 

  

 

 

“Over 11 years ago while I was a student at CSU, I was approached 

on campus by Mike Browning, a minister from Grace Christian Church. 

Through the circumstances of life leading up to this, I knew that the Lord was 

trying to get my attention. Long story short, I agreed to do a Bible study with 

Mike and not too long after that I gave my life to Christ.  I started getting 

involved in the church. 

 

Starting out, it was great to be able to love and serve the Lord with 

other young believers. I don’t know what I would have done if I didn’t have a 

group of friends on the same path of following Christ, many of whom have 

become my closest friends. It’s also been great to have many others who have 

gone before me, who have been excellent examples of what it means to follow 

Christ, and whose faithfulness and overcoming testimonies have ministered 

to me countless times. 

 

God has taken me on quite the exciting adventure ever since deciding to follow after Him. From graduating college, 

to beginning a career in something completely unrelated to my degree.  Most recently, the Lord has brought someone new 

into my life who was a most welcomed surprise. A little over a year ago the Lord began to speak to me that Jerrika was going 

to be my wife and on February 22nd I asked her to marry me... and she said YES! She is an amazing woman of God and I still 

am in awe of how blessed I am to be able to marry such a woman.  

 

Planning a wedding during the Covid-19 pandemic has been interesting to say the least. Not knowing if venues will 

be open, if it’ll be safe for us and our guests, and many other questions and concerns. Thankfully, I am a son of a mighty and 

sovereign God and no matter what happens, come August 1st, Jesus will be glorified at our wedding!” - Ryan 



  

 

 

 

“On Sunday, October 4, 2020, around noon inside Grace Christian Church in 

Fort Collins, Colorado, I repented, received the Holy Spirit, and fully opened myself to 

my Lord and Savior, Christ Jesus. 
 

My entire life I had been an atheist, whether I wanted to admit it or not. I was open-minded, I had 

been exposed to church, to the Word… but I was self-righteous. I had attempted many times to accept the 

Gospel, but every time the attempt was insincere, and I went back to my old ways. I made the mistake of 

claiming belief when I didn’t truly believe, and of thinking that I needed to accept Jesus into my life, rather 

than relinquish my life to Jesus so that He may accept me into His kingdom. 

 

I didn’t believe in a grand design of the universe – I believed in coincidences and chaos. But now, in 

hindsight, all of the times that someone would reach out to me on the street and ask me about God; all of the 

times that I would feel a “hunch” or intuition about something; I now see that all of these things were part of 

a pattern, a greater picture… Someone was calling out to me, and it was finally time for me to answer and to 

listen. 

 

I had a hard time admitting I was a sinner. With all the “good things” I do for people, how could I 

be… I wondered. But the first step, in any form of recovery, especially spiritual, is admission of state – my 

name is Daniel, and I am a sinner before God. With the guidance of a minister I met named Mike – with 

whom I met regularly for studies, and who has never given up on me, even when I fell short – I learned that 

the solution to this problem of sin was twofold: repentance, and faith. 

 

I discovered Psalm 51. I saw myself in David’s shame, and saw a foreshadowing of the Gospel that 

was to come. I related wholeheartedly with his struggle to come to terms with his sins and turn away from 

them, turning towards God instead. I don’t deserve God’s 

love, grace, and mercy – and I can do nothing to earn it. 

Yet I’ve been given this gift of life anyways, so at least I 

can honor His sacrifice and turn away from sin. I am 

eternally grateful for that gift from God. 

 

Today, I intend to keep the flame of faith kindled, 

and to continue onwards in this journey, no matter what, 

and to share my testimony with others, that they may see 

the light as well and turn away from sin. There will be 

more struggles to endure in the future; more temptations 

to fight off. But through it all, if I keep fighting, there may 

be many battles lost, but a sure victory at the end of the 
campaign!” - Daniel 

  

 

 

 

 

 



“Before Jesus, I was lost. I didn’t have a purpose for my life and I didn’t have a 

direction. Then I found my Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who has truly transformed me! 

After meeting in a Bible study with Mike, I decided to give my life to Christ. I prayed to 

repent and place my faith in Jesus.  

 

It was hard at first due to some bad influences that I had at school and went 

through a difficult season with the Lord, but I am learning to fight off temptations by 

God’s grace. I also used to struggle a lot with depression and anxiety, but the Lord has 

been setting me free from that as well. 

 

I recently got baptized and that was one of the best 

moments of my life. I feel so renewed. I have christian friends 

now and am really involved at my church. I am extremely 

thankful to God for what He’s done in my life and want to 

continue growing in my relationship with the Lord!” - Justin 

  

 

“Before I trusted in Christ, I did not know who I was or who I was meant to be. I was always too 

shy to talk to people, so I usually just stayed to myself. I always had a feeling like I didn’t belong, even 

at home. As I got older, I became angry with the world and just thought if I pushed others away, I 

wouldn’t get hurt anymore. My junior year of college, I ended up dropping out of school because I was 

struggling with my mental health. I felt so alone.  
  

When I decided to go back to school, I was scared that I would go back to the old struggles. But 

one beautiful afternoon, I was sitting on a bench waiting for class to start when Ashley came over to talk 

to me. She asked me questions about who I was and what I was going to school for. Then she asked me 

if I believed in God. I grew up believing that there was a God, but I had started to question that. But 

before I left for class, Ashley asked to pray for me. I almost cried because there were certain words in 

her prayer that just pertained to what I was struggling with. That day, my question was answered. God is 

real. I decided to go to church with her and it took me by surprise that I felt welcomed there. I never 

liked going to church before; I would always catch myself dozing off or getting distracted. Since then, I 

have been going to church and learning about a loving and trusting relationship with the Lord. Ashley 

has also been guiding me along my path in gaining knowledge 

and a relationship with God.  
  

On April 16th, I repented and chose to live by faith in 

Christ. Ever since that day, I have trusted the Lord in guiding me 

on the path that He has for me. All I can say is that I’m happy. 

Everything is better. I have gained such loving relationships with 

friends that I believe are meant to be in my life. Yes, there are 

tough days, but I wake up every day thankful for the life He has 

given me. I walk with confidence now. I have received a new 

identity in Christ. I am becoming who He made me to be.” - Alex 



“Before giving my life to the Lord Jesus Christ, I did not search for 

God, was not convicted of my sins, and was indeed accumulating a debt on my 

life that would condemn me to an eternity in hell. I participated in every 

manner of sin. Not only this, but my pride prevented me from humbling myself 

before a loving God.  

Last January, I called out in desperation to God and was comforted in 

an experience that I still struggle to comprehend. Nonetheless, the reality of 

God’s existence put a conviction in me to get right with Him and read the 

Bible. Truly, a battle against every dark force in my 

life and against my own carnal sin nature had 

begun. Finally, a few months ago, the grace of God brought me to repentance 

and I turned wholeheartedly towards the Lord Jesus Christ.  

Today, I am being discipled by the Holy Spirit through the body of 

Christ and His word, and am learning to draw nearer to Jesus. The beautiful 

Savior of ours has turned me from my past darkness and has opened my heart 

to the glory of the Gospel. By His grace, I have been able to overcome sin 

and seek to become more and more obedient to His calling on my life.”           

- Ellington 

 

 

 

“I grew up in a religious home. I went to church and learned about the fundamentals of Christianity, 

but had the mindset that all being a Christian meant was believing that Jesus died on the cross, going to 

church, and being a nice person. This false mentality was brought to light when my older sister came home 

from a church service one day. She had realized that being a Christian meant more than going through the 

motions. She had such a light about her. It convicted me, but I turned my eyes and ears from what she was 
saying. I knew I wasn’t right with the Lord but I was too distracted with school, friends, and work. 

When I left for college, my sister gave my number to Ashley, who texted me asking if I wanted to do a 

Bible study. Despite my pride, I agreed. I broke down in tears almost every time we met. I began telling her 

feelings and stories that I had not told anyone. Shortly into September, I began to get anxiety attacks. 

Nothing worked to kick them. I had the darkest waves of emotion wash over me. There were times that life 
felt pointless. I couldn’t control this anxiety or depression and I had no hope. 

One day at my sister’s house, I went into her room and a wave 

of depression came over me. She followed me and we sat on the floor 

and I fell apart. I let my pride go. I was done trying to fight this on my 

own, I simply couldn’t do it. I knew I needed to repent, and give my life 

to Jesus. The only person that could bring me out of this hole was 

Jesus. My sister and another friend prayed for me, and I prayed to fully 

surrender my life to God. And I felt joy! I had not felt a glimpse of that 

in a long time, and the joy that I had in that instant was greater than I 

had ever had. Now, I have a burning desire for Jesus and there is hope. 

He has carried me so far already and the future is so bright and 

glorious.” - Regan 
  



 

 

 

“I grew up in California going to church with my family every Sunday. I knew God was good and I didn’t 

resist going to church, but church was a family event and not something that I pursued on my own. It wasn’t until I 

moved away to college that pursuing God became something I had to seek out individually. I left for college amidst the 
pandemic, eager to create what I thought was the ‘ideal college experience’. I wanted to live for myself, and thought I 

could indulge in a shameless life of sin without any consequences. Needless to say, my dabbling in sinful desires 

whipped up a whirlwind of drama and I quickly felt very alone. 
  

A few weeks into the semester, I prayed that I would find a good Christian community at college. Two days 
later I ran into a campus evangelist from Grace Christian Church, and our meeting seemed 

nothing short of God’s divine timing. As we studied scripture together and I attended 
church with her, I began to actually learn what it meant to live as a Christian. In the spring 

semester, my sin weighed heavily and I felt anxious most days. On an existential level, I 

wasn’t sure I would be going to heaven if I died. I was tentative to turn from my sinful 
habits, but the Lord showed me grace and I felt convicted to surrender my life to Him. As 

Easter came around, I understood that Jesus suffered for me so that I wouldn’t be 
condemned. I prayed to give my life to Him and the Lord changed my heart.  
  

Since then, His love has set me free and I am no longer bound by my sin, praise 

God! As I’ve grown in my relationship with Him, I’m thankful for His grace and unending 

love. I’m also thankful for this ministry and the impact it’s had on my journey with Jesus. 
I’m excited to walk in faith wherever the Lord takes me!” -Chloe 

  

 

 

 

“My whole life I have always believed in Jesus. I just never knew what He 
had said or did. I never really went to church growing up. I had always thought 
that believing in God was enough. Coming to college, I really started to slip in life. 
I dug myself into a deep hole because of my worldly lifestyle. I started to get 
really lost in life. As a freshman, I got stopped by an evangelist from Grace 
Christian Church. Hearing the message of the Gospel sort of interested me, and I 
agreed to do a few Bible studies. But after attending for a while, I just had no 
interest in it. I was hard-hearted. I stopped attending and kept living in sin. 
  

I ran across the same evangelist two years later and everything changed. 
I attended Bible studies again, and things started to become clear and make 
sense. As months went on, I started to get convicted of many things I was doing. 

On January 2nd, I decided at church to entrust my life to the Lord, and I took communion. I was born again 
and God gave me a new heart with new desires. Things that I used to want to do have changed, and now I 
love righteousness more. 
  

Life now some months later, I could not be any more thankful. 

Giving my life to the Lord was the greatest decision I ever made. The 

amount of peace and happiness I have now, I’ve never experienced before in 

my entire life. God has done so many amazing things when it comes to 

being bold and sharing the Gospel with others. He has been revealing so 

much as I continue to grow in my relationship with Him. I am looking 

forward to the plans He has for me. I know it is going to be great.” - Matt 



  
 
 

 “My Rescue Story 
  

            “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 
- 2 Corinthians 12:9 

  
            “I grew up in a Christian household, so I knew who God was, and some of the basic Bible stories that I learned 
at Sunday school. But I was a sinful human being trying to navigate my life in a broken world without my heavenly 
Father. I was not only bound by my sin, but I rejoiced in it. I did not honor my father and mother, others, or myself. By 
the time I became a teenager, I wanted nothing to do with Christianity. Because I was living in such sin and rebellion, I 
eventually got pregnant at the age of nineteen. The Lord used my baby to draw me closer to Him. Through the grace 
of God, He gave me the capacity to love my son and make it through this trying season. My heart began to soften, and 
I wanted to change. 

  
I began to go to church, to pray, and to seek God. I prayed repeatedly during my pregnancy, “Lord, I can’t do 

this on my own. I need your help.” When I had my son, Amir, my life completely changed. It was time for me to grow 
up. The day I gave my life to the Lord, I was listening to Christian music in my room and the Lord came upon me and I 
started worshipping Him alone with my son in the room 
for hours! I knew with all my heart that Jesus was Lord. 
He was the only reason I was alive and I owed Him all the 
glory! 

  
As the years went on, I backslid in my faith. I 

didn’t have a Christian community out in California, and I 
let the old me come back again. I began to fall back into 
temptation and fear. I was allowing sin to take over my 
life, so I decided to move back to Colorado. My son and I 
packed up our life and now I live with my parents, am a 
full-time student, and work for a real estate agency. But 
what’s important about this part of my story, is that this 
is when I found a community of believers, who have 
helped me walk out my faith. I mean really live for the 
Lord! Not just a “talk about it” kinda Christian, but a “be 
about it” kinda Christian! 

  
I repented for my sins, fully surrendered my life 

back to the Lord, and am being sanctified daily into the 
woman and mom that the Lord wants me to be. For the 
first time in my life, I feel joy, love, hope; and a will to be 
pure for the Lord. I am not this person because of my 
own will, but because of the will of God and the power 
of the Holy Spirit! I would not be the person I am today 
without God’s grace and the help of my friends who are 
also walking by the Spirit. This is my rescue story.”  

- Ashley  
  

 

 



 

“Before my journey with Christ began, I was pursuing the typical college lifestyle and trying to 

be someone I wasn’t. I always knew about God, but never really put my whole heart into it. I was 

always trying to impress people with a life that wasn’t really mine. Growing up, I was against going to 

worldly parties, but at college I couldn’t help myself. It felt good and it made me feel like I was fitting 

in.  

At UNC, I would see campus evangelists walking around and talking about God. They talked 

with me a couple of times and asked me if I believed, and I would say ‘yes’ and not think much of it. On 

January 15th, I saw a guy walking toward me and I was thinking to myself ‘here we go again.’ He asked 

me similar questions about what I believe, but it was different this time. I left that conversation really 

thinking, and I couldn’t get it out of my head. I realized it was God at work in 

my life, so I went to the first Bible study in years and it felt like the first one 

ever. It was then that I decided to put all of my trust in Jesus!  

I continued to learn and I became really interested, so I went to more 

and more Bible studies. I knew that I needed to make some changes in my life. I 

stopped going out to worldly parties, and I began to surround myself with 

people that would help me. I feel so much better. I am happier now and I strive 

to help people and make them feel loved. I’m thankful for that campus minister, 

and all the genuine believers that I’m getting connected with. I wouldn’t be here 

without them.” - Caleb 
 

 


